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A King's Lie was commissioned by Brassband Hombeek and dedicated to Michel Leveugle,	former	

conductor	and	chairman	of	Brassband	Hombeek,	for	almost	thirty	years	of	devotion	to	the	band.

A	King's	Lie	is	based	on	the	story	of	'Floire	et	Blancheflor'.	Both	of	them	grow	up	at	the	court	of	a	

muslim	King	in	Spain,	Floire	is	the	King's	son.	Even	though	Blancheflor	is	a	Christian	girl,	they	

become	friends	and	eventually	fall	in	love.	When	the	King	discovers	this,	he	plots	a	scheme	to	drive	

them	apart.	He	sends	the	girl	away,	when	his	son	is	studying	abroad	and	constructs	a	fake	grave	for	her.	

He	then	tells	his	son	the	girl	is	dead.	Floire	is	desperate	and	decides	to	kill	himself.	The	King	then	tells	

his	son	the	truth,	Floire	departs	on	a	journey	to	get	his	Blancheflor	back.	He	finds	her	at	the	court	of	an	

Emir	in	Babylon,	the	girl	is	kept	as	a	slave	in	a	prisonlike	tower,	full	of	women.	Floire	manages	to	get	

inside	this	tower	and	is	reunited	Blancheflor.	But	the	Emir	discovers	the	two	lovers	in	bed	and	wants	to	

kill	both	of	them.	They	get	a	public	trial,	in	which	a	young	girl	stands	up	to	their	defence,	she	asks	the	

Emir	to	forgive	them,	because	they	are	young,	innocent	and	very	much	in	love.

The	title	of	the	piece	refers	to	the	lie	the	king	tells	his	son	Floire	when	he	says	Blancheflor	died	and	

shows	Floire	her	fake	grave.	This	dramatic	turn	in	the	story	influenced	Stan	Nieuwenhuis	to	write	this	

piece.

A	King's	Lie	is	written	in	3	consecutive	movements,	each	symbolizing	a	part	of	the	story.	The	first	

movement	stands	for	the	childhood	of	Floire	and	Blancheflor	at	the	court.	The	opening	symbolizes	the	

official	character	of	the	court.	After	that,	a	more	uptempo	part	shows	the	friendschip	of	Floire	and	

Blancheflor	that	evolves	into	love.

The	second	movement	symbolizes	their	separation	with	mourning	solo's	for	the	Flugelhorn	

(Blancheflor)	and	the	Euphonium	(Floire).	The	climax	of	the	this	second	movement	symbolizes	

Floire's	unbearable	situation	and	his	desicion	to	return	to	the	court	to	be	with	Blancheflor.

In	the	third	movement	is	Floire	searching	for	Blancheflor.	The	chaotic	part	near	the	end	of	the	piece	

symbolizes	that	they	get	caught	in	the	tower	of	the	Emir	and	their	following	trial.	This	stops	abrupt	

when	a	little	girl	stands	up	from	the	crowd	to	ask	forgiveness	for	the	couple.

Programme Note

A King's Lie
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Stan Nieuwenhuis

Stan	started	playing	music	when	he	was	about	8	years	old,	with	the	trumpet	and	the	piano	as	

his	first	instruments.	Later	on	he	studied	at	the	Lemmensinstituut	in	Leuven	where	he	

received	his	Master	degree	in	trumpet	performance.	Meanwhile,	Stan	started	composing	and	

arranging	and	took	masterclasses	with	Wim	Henderickx,	Diederick	Glorieux	and	Luc	Van	

Hove.	After	his	classical	music	studies	Stan	moved	to	Rotterdam	to	study	Sound	

Engineering.

Great	international	soloists	like	Harmen	Vanhoorne,	Glenn	Van	Looy,	Kristy	Rowe	and	Tim	

De	Maeseneer	play	and	record	Stan's	solo	pieces.	They	have	already	won	several	awards	

performing	these	pieces:	the	Ern	Keller	Memorial	Trophee	(AUS),	British	Open	Solo	

Competition	(UK),	Land	'o'	Burn	Solo	Prize	(UK),	the	International	Ensemble	and	Soloist	

Concours	(NL),	Eurobrass	Solo	Prize	(NL).	His	works	for	Brassband	or	ensemble	are	being	

played	and	recorded	by	Exit_Brass!,	Brassband	Buizingen,	Brassband	Hombeek	and	the	

WDR	Brassband	from	Cologne.

Stan	does	not	only	compose	for	Brassbands	and	wind	bands.		He	also	creates	electronic	

soundtracks	for	documentaries	and	tv	and	he	writes	popsongs	with	his	indie	band,		

mastercab.

more music by Stan Nieuwenhuis on:

"Stan	clearly	has	a	talent	for	music,	which	allows	him	to	be	creative	in	very	different	ways.	There's	no	

need	for	restrictions.	His	range	is	very	wide	and	varied..	His	encounters	with	pop	music	and	sound	

engineering	confirm	that."	Dr.	Luc	Vertommen,	conductor,	arranger,	publisher.

"Stan	Nieuwenhuis	is	a	composer	to	keep	an	eye	on.	He's	a	fresh	young	mind,	with	a	funky	side."	

Glenn	Van	Looy,	Euphonium	soloist.

"After	working	with	Stan	to	accomplish/on	several	smaller	projects,	I	asked	him	to	write	a	new	solo	

piece	for	me,	to	compete	with	in	the	EuroBrass	Competition.	In	only	one	month's	time	he	finished	

Fortune's	Fool	and	with	success,	I've	already	won	several	awards	with	it."

Harmen	Vanhoorne,	Cornet	soloist

"(...)	Stan	does	all	the	arrangements	for	Exit_Brass!	On	top	of	that,	he	also	composes	new	pieces	for	

the	quartet.	He's	a	great	arranger.	Not	so	many	people	can	say	that	(...)"

Ludwig	Van	Mechelen,	Head	Editor	of	Klassiek	Centraal.
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Based	on	the	story	of	'Floire	et	Blancheflor'

Stan	Nieuwenhuis

A King's Lie

Commissioned by Brassband Hombeek

Dedicated to Michel Leveugle, former conductor and chairman of Brassband Hombeek,

for almost thirty years of devotion to the band.
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